REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 



Claims 1,4-5, and 7-20 are pending in the application. Claim 9 is amended herein to correct an 
inadvertent typographical error. This amendment is not made to overcome any prior-art rejections. The 
Applicant hereby requests further examination and reconsideration of the application in view of the 
foregoing amendments and these remarks. 



An information disclosure statement was filed with the USPTO on 04/26/2001. In the next office 
action, we request official acknowledgment of the references cited therein by the Examiner. For your 
convenience, we are enclosing copies of the information disclosure statement filed on 04/26/2001 and the 
return postcard, which was stamped as received by the OIPE on 04/27/2001. 



Claims 1 , 4, 5, 7, and 8 are allowed. In paragraph 3, the Examiner rejected claims 9, 1 1-14, and 18- 
20 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Wang ('250). In paragraph 4, the Examiner objected to 
claims 10 and 15-17 as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but indicated that those claims would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form. For the following reasons, the Applicant submits that all 
pending claims are allowable over Wang ('250). 

The Wang ('250) reference is a U.S. patent having a common inventor with the present application. 
Submitted herewith is a Declaration under 37 CFR 1.132, which establishes that Zhenyu Wang (the common 
inventor) conceived and invented the subject matter disclosed in the Wang ('250) reference that pertains to 
processing of signals in a network employing robbed bit signaling and is relied on by the Examiner in the 
rejection of claims 9, 1 1-14, and 18-20 of the present application. The Applicant therefore submits that said 
subject matter of the Wang ('250) reference was derived from Zhenyu Wang and, as such, is not the 
invention by "another." It is thus submitted that the Wang ('250) reference is not a proper prior-art 
reference, and that the rejections of claims over Wang ('250) should be withdrawn. As such, the rejections 
of claims 9, 1 1-14, and 18-20 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) have been overcome. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, the Applicant believes that the now-pending claims 
are in condition for allowance. Therefore, the Applicant believes that the entire application is now in 
condition for allowance, and early and favorable action is respectfully solicited. 
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